Rotary Club of Santa Fe
Good News Basket (GNB) Program Guidelines

2009-2010 Club Year

Introduction to the 2009-10 Good News Basket Program

Based on the opinions expressed by 56 Club members (including the GNB Committee) during March 2009 and the donation history of 2006-2009, the current committee has set a grant awards goal of $16,000 for the 09-10 GNB program year.  The Club will award at least 11 $1,000 grants, one each month to a qualified, excellent applicant.  In addition, during December, all GNB contributions to any total amount will be donated to the Empty Stocking Fund, as indicated by members’ strong support.  The Empty Stocking donation will be reported in a timely fashion to access public recognition for the Club’s generosity.  Should the Club contribute more than the necessary $11,000 for grants to the first 11 identified recipients, two alternates will be identified (in the initial round of grant making) as recipients of no more than $1,000 each as of June 30, 2010.

While GNB donations have historically totaled $14,000-16,000, it is possible in this economic climate that the total in 2009-10 will be less.  In order to make commitments in grant amount and award schedule to the selected applicants, the GNB committee seeks a commitment from the RCSF Foundation Board that it will guarantee a total of $11,000 in grants to 11 highly qualified charitable organizations (excluding Empty Stocking Fund) if $11,000 is not raised directly through GNB contributions.

Responsibility of the GNB Committee

· Committee chair (appointed by the 09-10 President) recruits Rotarian committee members

· Committee members relinquish their ability to nominate an organization for a grant during 09-10

 Full Club participation is invited to inform policy and procedure for selecting grantees via a survey available to Club membership in hard copy at meeting and included on the club website

· Committee reports survey results to Club membership and uses the survey results to inform their policy and procedure decisions for 09-10

· Committee creates an application process for selection of GNB recipients

· Applications are available to Club on April 9, 2009 (announcements and forms in La Ruenda and each Club meeting)

· Deadline for applications is May 14, 2009

· Identification of recommended recipients is made May 15-29, 2009

· Recommendations of recipients to Club Board are made June 4, 2009

· Announcement to Club and to recipient organizations is made June 11, 2009
· Two committee members (not chair person) identify the qualified applications; chair person notifies Club sponsor of disqualified applications by mail with reason for disqualification

· Each committee member evaluates qualified applications based on pre-announced criteria identified in the March survey; committee chair aggregates the evaluation data and presents to the committee members to identify recommended recipients

· Committee identifies for Board approval 11 recipients to be named for each of 11 months (not December 2009) and two alternates to be potential recipients after June 30, 2009, if donations exceed $11,000

· Committee notifies nominating Club sponsor and grantee organization with month for funding donations and invites a representative to Club meeting on first Thursday of month to introduce application and specific use of funds; grantee organization returns to Club on last Thursday meeting to receive grant award from Club sponsor

· Committee members will, on a weekly basis, announce the progress in donations toward our $16,000 goal.  The entire committee will engage the Club in making donations: offering contests, prizes, special recognition for donations; reminding members of special events that can be celebrated; recognizing special donations (as agreed upon by members)

Criteria for Qualification of GNB applicant
· Organization must be nominated by member of Rotary Club of Santa Fe, with the limit of one nomination per member; the sponsoring Club member may be a board director of the organization but may NOT be employed by the organization s/he is sponsoring

· Organization must be non-profit organization with charitable, exempt status as a 501 C (3) status that does NOT make grants to other organizations

· Organization must be based in Santa Fe County

· Grant application will include the organization’s current budget

· Organization may have received a Good News Basket grant or other RCSF grant  prior to 2009-10

· Organization may NOT receive another RCSF Foundation grant in the 09-10 Rotary year when it is awarded a GNB grant

· Organization will commit to being represented at two RCSF meetings, if awarded a grant

Criteria for Evaluation of Qualified Applications

· Application will clearly indicate valuing organization clients’ needs over organization procedures and practices

· Application will specify how the funds will be used

· Applicant will specify how the clients will benefit from the grant in a fair manner

· Applicant will indicate how award made to organization will have impact, based on presented budget

· Applicant will indicate how the organization will recognize RCSF for the received grant such that RCSF benefits in public relations from our donation
Kjc:4/1/09 after GNB Committee Meeting, same date
